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Dear music lovers

Welcome to the 19th International Music 
Festival Phnom Penh 

This year, the festival's theme is “DISCOVERIES” 
which is a very familiar issue in today's world. 
The program introduces works by composers 
with a view   of their art beyond the respective 
borders, thus reflecting diverse cultures and 
individual intercultural experiences. Sometimes 
they even move from one musical environment 
to another, even a very different one like for 
example the Cambodian composers Chinary 
Ung and Bosba Panh. 

With a rich and exciting music program, the 
festival does not only serve to the foreign 
community, but also to an increasingly 
enthusiastic Cambodian audience. I am 
particularly happy about the large number of 
young Cambodians who attend these 
concerts during the last years. These young 
concert visitors are a testimony of a growing 
middle class in Cambodia, a class with serious 
cosmopolitan ambitions.

Therefore, again, I warmly invite all music 
lovers, young and old and also those who are 
new to classical Western music to take full 
advantage of the event and its exciting 
program.  

Anton Isselhardt, Festival Director



It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to 
the 19th International Music Festival Phnom 
Penh with the theme of “DISCOVERIES”. 

As the world entered the modern age and 
global cultural interaction increased,
Western musicians have gradually discovered 
new cultures hitherto unknown to them. It is no 
wonder that they have become influenced by 
unique elements from those or other regions of 
the world.

But the same has also happened not only to 
Western artists but to artists from any part of the 
world. In our global society, continuous 
exchange has taken place in all possible 
directions. Therefore I am very happy that this 
year’s program again includes Cambodian 
composers.

The music of Chinary Ung is rooted in the 
traditions of his homeland, Cambodia, though 
the musical elements are fully reconstituted 
through his great personal vision, and Western 
training as a composer. Ung's music is a 
remarkable blend of cultures but a unique 
individual expression as well. An ambassador of 
Khmer culture, Bosba has performed with the 
best of Cambodia’s master musicians and 
dancers. Two of her new works, “The Sun Also 
Rises” and “Le peu de temps qu’il nous reste” 
will be performed for the first time in Cambo-
dia. 
 
May this year's festival become a new 
milestone in our cultural history.

H.E Phoeurng Sackona, 
Minister of Culture and Fine Arts



Dear friends, 

I am pleased to welcome you again to the 
International Music Festival in Phnom Penh, this 
year already in its 19th edition.  As in past 
editions, the Delegation of the European Union 
to Cambodia is supporting this event, organ-
ised by the Art Plus Foundation.  

This year the Festival, under the theme “Discov-
eries” will take us to a world of cultural interac-
tions and mutual influences that transcend 
borders. The program will provide us with the 
opportunity to discover how the composers 
can transform their individual intercultural 
experiences into a universal work of art. 

The program for this year, “Discoveries” will 
present to us selected works of 20th century 
European and Cambodian composers. I am 
sure that all music lovers in Phnom Penh will join 
this journey of discovery and enjoy the 
program selected for us by the Festival 
Director, Mr Anton Isselhardt.

Carmen Moreno
Ambassador of the European Union to 
Cambodia



Dear friends of music,

Welcome to the 19th International Music 
Festival Phnom Penh!

This year’s festival theme „Discoveries“ invites us 
not only to enjoy European classical music from 
the period of impressionism but also to discover 
its connections with the works of contemporary 
European and Cambodian composers.

If we want to make discoveries, we have to 
show an open mind, a sense of curiosity and 
occasionally the readiness to leave our 
comfort zone. Let us embrace this theme and 
let us be grateful that after years of pandemic 
lockdowns it has once again become possible 
for us to rediscover and re-experience other 
countries and cultures and to enjoy public life.

The Embassy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany is proud to support the 19th Interna-
tional Music Festival Phnom Penh. I would like 
to thank Mr Anton Isselhardt for the tremendous 
effort and creativity he put into organizing this 
year’s festival.

I wish the International Music Festival Phnom 
Penh every success. Let us together discover 
new pieces of music, rediscover the works of 
well-known masters and enjoy the programme 
of the International Music Festival Phnom Penh! 
 
Stefan MESSERER
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to the Kingdom of Cambodia



Tickets: Adults 10 USD, students/kids USD 3 (at the door only)
Ticket reservation: 077 787038 or artplusfoundation@gmail.com

Free seat selection on a first come, first serve basis
Advance ticket sales: Raffles Hotel / The Piano Shop

Please see additional Information on our website
The program may be subject to change without prior notice

PART ONE

Friday 18th November 
7pm Raffles Hotel Le Royal

Claude Debussy(1862-1918)
Petite Suite (1889)

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)
Ma mère l'Oye (1910)

Arvo Pärt *1935
Pari intervallo (1976)

Darius Milhaud (1892-1974)
Le Bœuf sur le toit Op. 58 (1920)

Bosba Panh *1997
‘le peu de temps’ for solo piano (2019)

Eric Satie(1866-1925)
Trois Petites Pièces Montées (1920)

Colin McPhee(1900-1964)
Balinese Ceremonial Music (1934)

Piano 4-Hands, 
Katy Lo Wing and Issei Sakano



PART TWO

Saturday 19th November
7pm Raffles Hotel Le Royal

Guitar recital
Pongpat Pongpradit

Bosba Panh *1997
“the sun also rises” (2020)

Chinary Ung *1942
Rising Spirals (1996)

 Prince Narisaranuwuttiwong (1863-1947) 
"Khmen Sai Yok" ~1930

(Sai Yoke Tales, a Khmer Theme, 
Transcription by Pongpat Ponpradit)

Leo Brouwer *1939
Sonata for solo guitar (1990)

Roland Dyens (1955-2016)
Valse en Skaï  (1994)

  Fucco (1986)

Tickets: Adults 10 USD, students/kids USD 3 (at the door only)
Ticket reservation: 077 787038 or artplusfoundation@gmail.com

Free seat selection on a first come, first serve basis
Advance ticket sales: Raffles Hotel / The Piano Shop

Please see additional Information on our website
The program may be subject to change without prior notice



PART THREE

Sunday 20th November 
7pm Raffles Hotel Le Royal

Piano Recital
Kenneth Min Chyh Lim, piano

Alban Berg (1885-1935)
Piano Sonata Op.1 (1910)

 
Frank Bridge (1879-1941)

The Hour Glass (1919)

Peter Sculthorpe (1929- 2014)
Night pieces (1971)

Fazil Say  *1970
Black Earth (Kara Toprak) (1997)

Arnold Schoenberg(1874-1951)
Piano pieces Op.11 (1909)

Tickets: Adults 10 USD, students/kids USD 3 (at the door only)
Ticket reservation: 077 787038 or artplusfoundation@gmail.com

Free seat selection on a first come, first serve basis
Advance ticket sales: Raffles Hotel / The Piano Shop

Please see additional Information on our website
The program may be subject to change without prior notice


